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Almost everyone at some point has a dream of making a difference in this world. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. was a great man who had the opportunity to make a difference in our world
that has affected many generations. He recognized that not all people would have the same
opportunity so he encouraged us by saying, “If I cannot do great things, I can do small things
in a great way.” In my life there were people who did small things for me that made a great
impact on the present direction that I’m following in my life.

When I was in Chicago, I lived in a violent neighborhood. There were shootings that took
place weekly, if not everyday. Things were so rough that my mom and other parents didn’t
allow me and other kids to play at the park.

On July 23rd, 2012, I was coming from the grocery store with my mom, grandmother, and
aunt. As my mom and aunt were bringing the bags in from the car, gun fire broke out, and
my grandmother was hit in the arm by a straight bullet that claimed her life. This tragedy and
loss was devastating to me and my family. My grandmother’s death was broadcasted by
Channel 7 News who had contacted my mom in hopes of learning and understanding what
had happened. Channel 7 spent days with me and my mom at our home and experienced
the violence that we lived through on a regular basis. After reporting what they witnessed,
my mom was contacted by Diane Sawyer who asked if she could come out personally to
speak with me and my mom in hopes of relocating us to a different neighborhood. We were
introduced to Father Pfleger, a pastor at St. Sabina Catholic Church who has great affiliation
with local renters in the community. They found a safe place for me and my mom to live.

The people whom I have met through some of my hardships in my life have been great
influences to me. I try to personally follow the words of  Martin Luther King Jr. by joining a
program called Man Up that helps young men like me prepare for our future. I also help by
volunteering in my community and at a local church that I attend. I am very respectful to my
elders and my peers, because we are all equal. To me this quote means that even though
I’m not world famous, I can do little things to make a difference in my own school and be a
positive influence in my community. To me this is honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
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